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Nothing prepares students for 
college-level studies more than a 
rigorous, high-quality middle school 
and high school education.

The rigor of our coursework lays a 
solid foundation for each student’s 
higher learning.

The quality of our course offerings 
supplies a blueprint for each 
student’s pre-college education.
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To create a college-going culture

To provide informed classroom instruction

To share a commitment to high expectations   
between students and teachers

To supply a challenging, coherent path of study
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English = 8 credits

Fine Arts = 0 credits

Mathematics = 6 credits

Science = 7 credits

Social Studies = 6 credits

World Languages = 4 credits

Total Credits = 40 credits
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English = 16 credits

Fine Arts = 23 credits

Mathematics = 12 credits

Science = 13 credits

Social Studies = 10 credits

World Languages = 8 credits

Total Credits = 82 credits
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A balance of reading, writing, grammar, and literature are the most important 
academic functions in every area of learning. English and language arts are 
how we connect ourselves more fully with others in our society and the world. 
English teachers create a sense of community within the classroom as they 
share their knowledge and help the students to understand multiple aspects of 
English and the language arts. By developing the ability to think critically and 
then act on this knowledge, students become empowered to expand beyond the 
classroom into the larger societal community.

American Literature & Composition | Two Year | Grad es: 9-10 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: World Literature

American Literature is a study of representative works and authors of the United States.  Students 
read, analyze, evaluate, critique, and actively respond to a wide variety of literary genres that 
reflect American culture. Students compare readings and media from literature, history, and other 
subjects by demonstrating how the ideas and concepts presented in the works are interconnected, 
distinctly American, and important to an understanding of the development of the current culture. 
Through composition, students study and apply the rhetorical strategies of narration, description, 
exposition, and persuasion.  Using the writing process, students demonstrate a command of 
vocabulary, English language conventions, research and organizational skills, an awareness of the 
audience, the purpose for writing, and style.

British Literature & Composition | Two Year | Grade s: 11-12 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: American Literature & Comp.

British Literature is a study of representative works of the English-speaking authors associated with 
the Commonwealth of Nations, including England, Scotland, Ireland, and others.  Students 
examine a wide variety of literary genres and analyze how the ideas and concepts presented in the 
works are both interconnected and distinctly reflective of the cultures and the countries in which 
they were written.  Through composition, students study and apply the rhetorical strategies of 
narration, description, exposition, and persuasion.  Using the writing process, students 
demonstrate a command of vocabulary, English language conventions, research and 
organizational skills, an awareness of the audience, the purpose for writing, and style.
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Etymology | One Semester (up to two) | Grades: 9-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: World Literature

Etymology is a study of the application and derivation of English words and word families.  
Students analyze meanings of English words by examining roots, prefixes, suffixes.  Students 
analyze the connotative and denotative meaning of words in a variety of contexts.  Etymology is 
specifically geared toward increasing a student’s vocabulary to a college-preparatory level, which is 
especially useful for standardized college entrance examinations.

Grammar | One Semester (up to two) | Grades: 9-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: World Literature

Grammar is a study of the English language system.  Students examine and apply the conventions 
of written expression that include syntax, usage, punctuation, and spelling.  Students learn 
grammatical terminology, study grammar in the context of reading and writing, and apply 
grammatical concepts in writing and speaking.  Grammar is specifically geared toward increasing a 
student’s writing skills to a college-preparatory level, which is especially useful for standardized 
college entrance examinations.

Language | One Semester (up to two) | Grades: 9-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: World Literature

Language is a study of interpreting written English text.  Students learn to infer main ideas, 
determine the meaning of words through context clues, locate specific details, make appropriate 
conclusions based on the information given, differentiate an author’s tone and purpose, and 
identify statements of bias or viewpoint.  Language is specifically geared toward increasing a 
student’s reading skills to a college-preparatory level, which is especially useful for standardized 
college entrance examinations.

World Literature | Full Year | Grade: 8 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: None

World Literature is a study of ancient and modern representative works by major authors from six 
continents: Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, and South America.  Students examine 
a wide variety of literary genres and themes.  Students use literary interpretation, analysis, 
comparisons, and evaluation to read and respond to representative works of historical or cultural 
significance. Students write short stories, responses to literature, expository and persuasive 
compositions, research reports, business letters, and technical documents.

Lower School Language | Full Year | Grades: 5-7 (Re quired)
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: None

Lower School Language is integrated instruction emphasizing grammar fundamentals of the 
English language.  Students interpret figurative language and words with multiple meanings.  They 
examine parts of speech and parts of sentences to be able to identify and use proper mechanics. 
Students develop understanding for comparisons, such as analogies and metaphors, and they 
begin to use their knowledge of roots and word parts to expand their vocabulary.

Lower School Literature | Full Year | Grades: 5-7 ( Required)
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: None

Lower School Literature is integrated instruction  where students compare different types of writing 
as well as different perspectives on similar topics or themes.  They evaluate the logic of 
informational texts and analyze how literature reflects the backgrounds, attitudes, and beliefs of the 
authors.  They read and respond to fiction selections, such as classic and contemporary literature, 
historical fiction, fantasy or science fiction, mystery or adventure, folklore or mythology, poetry, 
short stories, and dramas, and nonfiction selections, such as subject area books, biographies or 
autobiographies, magazines and newspapers, and various reference materials.



In order to provide a quality education for every child, it is important to provide 
for all aspects of human growth. The artistic, expressive, and cultural aspects of 
each child’s development are vital components of intellectual, emotional, 
physical, and social growth. Research involving the impact of arts education 
upon mental functions supports the convictions of many educators, parents, and 
business leaders that the fine arts are essential due to their ability to provide 
students with the means to think, feel, and understand the world around them in 
unique ways. Literacy in the arts strengthens a person’s participation in society 
by enhancing problem solving and communication skills as well as fostering 
self-expression, aesthetic awareness, and multiple points of view.

Ballet (Stage 2) | Full Year | Grades: 5-12
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: Recommendation of faculty

Ballet (Stage 2) is a systematic learning experience in Ballet that includes training five days per 
week.  Study is designed to develop techniques within the genre, including individual and group 
instruction in performance repertoire. Students develop degrees of physical prowess, technique, 
flexibility, and the study of dance performance as an artistic discipline and as a form of artistic 
communication.

Ballet (Stage 3 and 4) | Full Year | Grades: 5-12
2 credits per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: Recommendation of faculty

Ballet (Stage 3 and 4) is a systematic learning experience in Ballet that includes training six days 
per week.  Study is designed to develop techniques within the genre, including individual and 
group instruction in performance repertoire. Students develop degrees of physical prowess, 
technique, flexibility, and the study of dance performance as an artistic discipline and as a form of 
artistic communication.

Ballet History and Appreciation | One Semester (up to six) | Grades: 5-12
0.5 credits per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: None

Ballet History and Appreciation is a course to develop students’ knowledge and appreciation of 
ballet through the study of the literature, music, and media of the dance genre.  Students explore 
how ballet aids in the preservation and perpetuation of movement communication as an art form. 
Activities and experiences are designed to develop students’ ability to recognize the historical 
perspective of the evolution of ballet and the development of ballet’s impact of historical periods.  
Students identify prominent dancers, dance companies, and social groups which have influenced 
ballet and study ballet’s interaction with society.  Students earn one-half credit per semester.  
Ballet History and Appreciation is required coursework for Stage 2 dancers.

Fashion and Textiles Foundations | One semester | G rades: 5-12
0.5 credits per semester | Availability Varies | Prerequisite: None

Fashion and Textiles Foundations addresses knowledge and skills related to design, production, 
acquisition, and distribution in fashion and textiles arenas. Topics include exploration of textiles 
and fashion industries; elements of science and design in textiles and apparel; textiles principles 
and applications; social, psychological, cultural and environmental aspects of clothing and textiles 
selection; clothing and textile products for people with special needs; critical thinking applied to 
consumer options for fashion, textiles, and related equipment and tools; care and maintenance of 
textile products, equipment, and tools; impacts of technology; construction and alteration skills; 
contemporary issues, including global applications. Depending on the semester, Fashion and 
Textiles Foundations may be offered for upper or lower school credit.
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In this technological age, mathematics is more important than ever. When 
students leave school, they are more and more likely to use mathematics in 
their work and everyday lives — operating computer equipment, planning 
timelines and schedules, reading and interpreting data, comparing prices, 
managing personal finances, and completing other problem-solving tasks. It is 
important that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and 
logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem 
situations.  Through the development of skills in pattern-recognition and logical 
deduction, students with a grasp of mathematics become more well equipped 
for a challenging, ever-changing future.

Advanced Mathematics | Full Year | Grades: 10-12
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra 2 

Advanced Mathematics furthers investigation of the foundations of algebra and functions by 
extended study to new functions, including exponential and logarithmic functions, and to higher-
level sequences and series. The course provides students with the skills and understandings that 
are necessary for advanced manipulation of angles and measurement.  Students will also advance 
their understanding of imaginary numbers through an investigation of complex numbers and polar 
coordinates. The course is designed for students who expect math to be a major component of 
their future college and career experiences, and as such it is designed to provide students with 
strong foundations for higher-level math courses. 

Algebra | Full Year | Grades: 7-10 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra

Algebra formalizes and extends the mathematics that students learned in the middle grades. Four 
critical areas comprise Algebra: relations and functions, linear equations and inequalities, systems 
of equations and inequalities, and polynomial expressions. The critical areas deepen and extend 
understanding of linear relationships by contrasting them with each other and by applying linear 
models to data that exhibit a linear trend, and students engage in methods for analyzing, solving, 
and using linear functions. 

Algebra 2 | Full Year | Grades: 8-12 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Biennial | Prerequisite: Algebra

Algebra 2 builds on work with linear, quadratic, and exponential functions and allows for students 
to extend their repertoire of functions to include polynomial, rational, and radical functions. 
Students work closely with the expressions that define the functions, and continue to expand and 
hone their abilities to model situations and to solve equations, including solving quadratic 
equations over the set of complex numbers and solving exponential equations using the properties 
of logarithms.

Calculus | Full Year | Grades: 10-12
1 credit per semester | Biennial | Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra 2

Calculus is primarily concerned with developing the students’ understanding of the concepts of 
primary functional analysis by providing experience with its methods and applications. The course 
emphasizes a multirepresentational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems 
being expressed graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally. The connections among these 
representations also are important. Topics include: (1) functions, graphs, and limits; (2) derivatives; 
and (3) integrals. Technology is used regularly to reinforce the relationships among concepts.  
Students in Calculus will sit for the College Board’s AP Calculus AB exam in May of each year. 

����
������



Further Mathematics | One Semester (up to two) | Gr ades: 10-12
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra 2 

Further Mathematics provides students the opportunity to pull together and apply the accumulation 
of learning that they have from their previous courses. They apply methods from probability and 
statistics to draw inferences and conclusions from data. Students expand their repertoire of 
functions to include polynomial, rational, and radical functions. They expand their study of right 
triangle trigonometry to include general triangles. Students also bring together all of their 
experience with functions and geometry to create models and solve contextual problems. Further 
Mathematics is specifically geared toward increasing a student’s mathematical skills to a college-
preparatory level, which is especially useful for standardized college entrance examinations.

Geometry | Full Year | Grades: 8-12 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Biennial | Prerequisite: Algebra

Geometry formalizes and extends students’ geometric experiences from the middle grades. 
Students explore more complex geometric situations and deepen their explanations of geometric 
relationships, moving towards formal mathematical arguments. Six critical areas comprise the 
Geometry course: congruency and similarity, measurement, analytic geometry, circles, and 
deductive proof. 

Arithmetic | Full Year | Grade: 5
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: None

Arithmetic begins a transition from the heavy emphasis on number and operations at the 
elementary school level towards a more formalized understanding of mathematics that occurs at 
the high school level.  Students connect previous knowledge of multiplication, division, and 
fractions to ratios and proportional relationships; extend previous understanding of the number 
system and operations to fractions; apply and extend previous understandings of the number line 
to plot coordinate pairs on a Cartesian plane; formalize algebraic thinking into algebraic 
expressions and equations; and apply their previous knowledge of geometry in real-world and 
mathematics situations.

Pre-Algebra | Two Year | Grades: 5-8
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: None

Pre-Algebra continues the trajectory towards a more formalized understanding of mathematics that 
occurs at the high school level that began in Arithmetic.  Students extend ratio reasoning to 
analyze proportional relationships and solve real-world and mathematical problems; extend 
previous understanding of the number system and operations to perform operations using all 
rational and negative numbers; apply properties of operations in the context of algebraic 
expressions and equations; draw, construct, describe, and analyze geometrical figures and the 
relationships between them; apply understandings of statistical variability and distributions by using 
random sampling, making inferences, and investigating chance processes and probability models.

“ �*����1���,��97��1)+�)*�)��,��'7�)�
(�������)���1,:��,��)*�)�1����31,1)�,����

�3�(7�(���:�)*��;,�����-���3��*�)��,��
��,)���,����27�,1,-����1���)��(�������1)4 ”

-Napolean Hill,  The Law of Success



In order for students to truly understand the nature of science, they must model 
the process of science through inquiry and investigation to develop the skills of 
observation necessary to formulate theories based on evidence.  Science 
should help develop the mathematical and logical skills that are essential tools 
for both formal and informal learning and for a lifetime of participation in society 
as a whole. Some important themes, such as systems, models, constancy, and 
change, pervade science and appear over and over again. These ideas 
transcend disciplinary boundaries and prove fruitful in explanation, in theory, in 
observation, and in design. Good communication is also essential in order to 
both receive and disseminate information and to understand others’ ideas as 
well as have one’s own ideas understood. Writing, in the form of journals, 
essays, procedural summaries, etc., should be an integral component of 
students’ experience in science. 

Anatomy and Physiology | Full Year | Grades: 8-10 ( Required)
1 credit per semester | Triennial | Prerequisite: None

Anatomy and Physiology is a course in which students investigate and apply concepts associated 
with human anatomy and physiology.  Concepts covered include the process of homeostasis and 
the essentials of human function at the level of genes, cells, tissues, and organ systems.  Students 
will understand the structure, organization, and function of the various components of the healthy 
human body in order to apply this knowledge in all health-related fields. 

Biology | Full Year | Grades: 8-10 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Triennial | Prerequisite: None

Biology is a course based on the following core topics: cellular chemistry, structure and 
reproduction; matter cycles and energy transfer; interdependence of organisms; molecular basis of 
heredity; genetics and evolution.  Instruction should focus on developing student understanding 
that scientific knowledge is gained from observation of natural phenomena and experimentation by 
designing and conducting investigations guided by theory and by evaluating and communicating 
the results of those investigations according to accepted procedures. 

Chemistry | Full Year | Grades: 10-12 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Triennial | Prerequisite: Algebra

Chemistry is a course based on the following core topics: properties and states of matter; atomic 
structure; bonding; chemical reactions; solution chemistry; behavior of gases, and organic 
chemistry. Students compare, contrast, and synthesize useful models of the structure and 
properties of matter. Instruction should focus on developing student understanding that scientific 
knowledge is gained from observation of natural phenomena and experimentation by designing 
and conducting investigations guided by theory and by evaluating and communicating the results 
of those investigations according to accepted procedures. 

Environmental Science | One Semester | Grades: 9-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: Biology

Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary course that integrates biology, Earth science, 
chemistry, and other disciplines. Students enrolled in this course conduct in-depth scientific studies 
of ecosystems, population dynamics, resource management, and environmental consequences of 
natural and anthropogenic processes. Students completing Environmental Science, acquire the 
essential tools for understanding the complexities of national and global environmental systems. 
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Health Education | One Semester | Grades: 10-12 (Re quired)
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: None

Health Education should contribute directly to a student’s ability to successfully practice behaviors 
that protect and promote health and avoid or reduce health risks.  Students practice the 
development of functional health information (essential concepts); determine personal values that 
support health behaviors; develop group norms that value a healthy lifestyle; develop the essential 
skills necessary to adopt, practice, and maintain health-enhancing behaviors.

Medical Terminology | One Semester | Grades: 9-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: Anatomy & Physiology

Medical Terminology is a course where students learn to recognize word roots, prefixes, and 
suffixes used in medical language today. Students learn how to combine words to create 
meaningful medical conditions as well as comprehend their definition and know the correct 
spelling. Medical terms related to all major body systems are covered, including: muscular system, 
skeletal system, respiratory system, circulatory system, digestive system, and urinary system.

Microbiology | One Semester | Grades: 9-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: Biology

Microbiology is a course in the fundamental principles of the biology of microorganisms. The topics 
include the morphology, physiology, and disease production capacity of microorganisms, protective 
mechanisms of hosts, control of microorganisms, genetic engineering and biotechnology, industrial 
microbiology, and microbial ecology. 

Nutrition | One Semester | Grades: 8-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: None

Nutrition explores the factors that affect attitudes and decisions about food, examines current 
issues of body image and food marketing, and is grounded in the scientific study of nutrition. 
Students will learn how to make informed food choices as well as basics on how to prepare foods.  
Students will investigate international food heritage and modern day food industries, as well as 
global food issues.

Physics | Full Year | Grades: 10-12
1 credit per semester | Biennial | Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra 2

Physics is a course focused on the following core topics: motion and forces; energy and 
momentum; temperature and thermal energy transfer; electricity and magnetism; vibrations and 
waves; light and optics. Instruction should focus on developing student understanding that 
scientific knowledge is gained from observation of natural phenomena and experimentation by 
designing and conducting investigations guided by theory and by evaluating and communicating 
the results of those investigations according to accepted procedures 

Lower School Science | Full Year | Grades: 5-7 (Req uired)
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: None

Lower School Science is a comprehensive study of Earth & Space Science, Life Science, and 
Physical Science.  In Earth Science, students learn the relationships between celestial bodies and 
the force of gravity, they describe how the Earth’s processes have shaped its topography, and they 
explain how the water cycle and air movement affect weather and climate.  In Life Science, 
students describe the complex relationships that exist between organisms in all ecosystems, they 
understand the cellular structure of living organisms, they understand how a particular environment 
selects for traits that increase the survival rate of individuals bearing those traits. In Physical 
Science students learn that matter is composed of different states with different properties, that 
energy has different forms with unique characteristics, that energy cannot be created or destroyed, 
and how atomic structure determines chemical properties.



Social Studies focuses on lifelong learning to understand, analyze, react to, and 
act upon the relationships between people and their environments in time and 
space. The fundamental purpose of social studies is to provide preparation and 
practice for active, lifelong citizenship. Active citizenship in a democratic society 
requires the development of skills for thinking, decision making, and 
participation. Citizens of all ages make decisions that affect themselves, their 
families, their communities, the nation and the world. The goal of social studies 
education is to help students develop the ability to make well-informed, well-
reasoned decisions and to act responsibly.

Economics | One Semester | Grades: 10-12 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Triennial | Prerequisite: World History

Economics examines the allocation of resources and their uses for satisfying human needs and 
wants. The course analyzes economic reasoning used by consumers, producers, savers, 
investors, workers, voters, and government in making decisions. The course includes study of 
scarcity and economic reasoning, supply and demand, market structures, role of government, 
national income determination, the role of financial institutions, economic stabilization, and trade. 
The functions of government in a market economy and market structures will be examined. 
Students will understand economic performance, money, stabilization policies, and trade. The 
behavior of people, societies and institutions and economic thinking is fundamental to this course. 

Government | One Semester | Grades: 10-12 (Required )
1 credit per semester | Triennial | Prerequisite: World History

Government provides a framework for understanding the purposes, principles, and practices of 
constitutional representative democracy in the United States.  Responsible and effective 
participation of citizens is stressed.  Students will understand the nature of citizenship, politics, and 
governments and understand the rights and responsibilities of citizens and how these are part of 
local, state, and national government.  Students will examine how the United States Constitution 
protects rights and provides the structure and functions of various levels of government.  How the 
United States interacts with other nations and the government’s role in world affairs will be 
examined.  Students will be able to explain the role of individuals and groups in government, 
politic, and civic activities and the need for civic and political engagement of citizens.

Introduction to Law | One Semester | Grades: 8-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: None

Introduction to Law provides the students with an understanding for the basis of the legal system, 
law and society, enforcement of the law, criminal law and juvenile justice, tort law, housing law, 
family law, consumer law, and a discussion of current events in law.  Students build the 
fundamentals of rigorous legal analysis.

Law Education | One Semester | Grades: 10-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: Intro Law & Legal Term.

Law Education provides an understanding of the American legal system and its basis in the United 
States Constitution.  The course is designed to promote an understanding of society and its 
system of laws by indicating how citizens may effectively function within the law.  Ways of dealing 
with interpersonal conflict in order to secure constructive change are included, along with the 
development of critical thinking and problem solving skills.  Case studies will be used in this course 
regularly.
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Legal Terminology | One Semester | Grades: 8-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: None

Legal Terminology introduces students to legal terminology with an emphasis on elements of legal 
terms, an understanding of standard legal abbreviations, ability to spell legal terms, and an 
appreciation of the logical method found in legal terminology.

United States History | Full Year | Grades: 10-12 ( Required)
1 credit per semester | Triennial | Prerequisite: World History

United States History builds upon concepts developed in previous studies of U.S. History from the 
middle grades.  Students are expected to identify and review significant events, persons, and 
movements in the early development of the nation.  The course gives major emphasis to the 
interaction of key events, people, and political, economic, social, and cultural influences in national 
developments from the late nineteenth century through the present.  Students will develop 
historical thinking skills and use primary and secondary sources to explore topical issues and to 
understand the cause for changes in the nation over time.

World Geography | One Semester | Grades: 8-12
1 credit per semester | Every Semester | Prerequisite: None

World Geography allows students to study the interaction of humans and their environments in a 
world setting.  Students study global patterns of physical and cultural characteristics, including the 
Earth/sun relationship, atmospheric and oceanic circulation, landforms, climate, vegetation, 
population, economic and political structures, culture, cultural diffusion, and international and 
interregional connections. Using maps, geographic representations and technology such as 
geographic information systems (GIS) students will examine spatial relationships, the interaction of 
physical and cultural characteristics of designated places, areas, or regions.

World History | Full Year | Grades: 8-10 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Triennial | Prerequisite: None

World History emphasizes events and developments in the past that greatly affected large 
numbers of people across broad areas and that significantly influenced peoples and places in 
subsequent eras.  Key events related to people and places as well as transcultural interaction and 
exchanges are examined in this course.  Students compare and contrast events and developments 
involving diverse peoples and civilizations in different regions of the world.  They will examine 
examples of continuity and change, universality and particularity, and unity and diversity among 
various peoples and cultures from the past to the present. Students consider the process of 
historical thinking and research and apply content knowledge to the practice of thinking and inquiry 
skills and processes.

Lower School Social Studies | Full Year | Grades: 5 -7 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: None

Lower School Social Studies is a comprehensive study of the Western World, the Eastern World, 
and the United States.  Students compare the history, geography, government, economic systems, 
current issues, and cultures of the world.  The Western World emphasizes its study on Europe, 
North America, South America, Central America, the Caribbean region, and Antarctica.  The 
Eastern World emphasizes its study on  Asia, Africa, the Commonwealth of Independent States, 
the Middle East, the Pacific Islands, Australia, and New Zealand.  The United States study 
emphasizes Native American cultures and the pre-Columbian period; colonial, revolutionary, and 
constitutional issues; early national formation; sectional divisions leading to the Civil War; 
Reconstruction; industrialization; urbanization; and immigration.  Social Studies helps student to 
develop an appreciation of historical preservation.  Through their studies, students should 
demonstrate a commitment to the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in a democratic society.



Language and communication are the heart of the human experience.  School 
should develop students to be equipped linguistically and culturally in order to 
communicate successfully in a pluralistic American society as well as abroad.  
This imperative envisions a future in which all students will develop and 
maintain proficiency in English and at least one other language, modern or 
classical.  High school world language courses enable the student to participate 
in classroom and activities so that they can become familiar with geographical 
features, cultural aspects of the country being studied as well as, base language 
vocabulary and language structure.  Of all modern and classical languages, 
French offers the ideal complement to a student’s ballet training.

French 1 | Full Year | Grades: 8-10 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: None

French 1 introduces students to effective strategies for beginning French language learning, and to 
various aspects of French-speaking culture. This course encourages interpersonal communication 
through speaking and writing, providing opportunities to make and respond to basic requests and 
questions, understand and use appropriate greetings and forms of address, participate in brief 
guided conversations on familiar topics, and write short passages with guidance. This course also 
emphasizes the development of reading and listening comprehension skills, such as reading 
isolated words and phrases in a situational context and comprehending brief written or oral 
directions. Additionally, students will examine the practices, products and perspectives of French-
speaking culture; recognize basic routine practices of the target culture; and recognize and use 
situation-appropriate non-verbal communication. 

French 2 | Full Year | Grades: 9-12 (Required)
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: French 1

French 2 builds upon effective strategies for French language learning by encouraging the use of 
the language and cultural understanding for self-directed purposes. This course encourages 
interpersonal communication through speaking and writing, providing opportunities to make and 
respond to requests and questions in expanded contexts, participate independently in brief 
conversations on familiar topics, and write cohesive passages with greater independence and 
using appropriate formats. This course also emphasizes the development of reading and listening 
comprehension skills, such as using contextual clues to guess meaning and comprehending longer 
written or oral directions. Additionally, students will describe the practices, products and 
perspectives of French-speaking culture; report on basic family and social practices of the target 
culture; and describe contributions from the target culture. 

French 3/4 | Two Year | Grades: 10-12
1 credit per semester | Every Year | Prerequisite: French 2

French 3/4 provides a context for integration of the continued development of language skills and 
cultural understanding with other content areas and the community beyond the classroom. The skill 
sets that apply to the exchange of written and oral information are expanded through emphasis on 
practicing speaking and listening strategies that facilitate communication, such as the use of 
circumlocution, guessing meaning in familiar and unfamiliar contexts, and using elements of word 
formation to expand vocabulary and derive meaning. Additionally, students will continue to develop 
understanding of French-speaking culture through explaining factors that influence the practices, 
products, and perspectives of the target culture; reflecting on cultural practices of the target 
culture; and comparing systems of the target culture and the student’s own culture. This course 
further emphasizes making connections across content areas through the design of activities and 
materials that integrate the target language and culture with concepts and skills from other content 
areas.
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8*+���������3�7,���<8*+���������3�7,���<8*+���������3�7,���<8*+���������3�7,���<
NAC has been tailored specifically to afford pre-professional artists
the ability to maintain a rigorous studio schedule without sacrificing
academics in the process.

8*�)�'�;�������7,197�<8*�)�'�;�������7,197�<8*�)�'�;�������7,197�<8*�)�'�;�������7,197�<
A lot. Over 90% of students are training to become professional
artists. Average class size is under ten students. High school
coursework begins in 8th grade. Classes are trimmed to 30 minutes.

���)*1�)+�'1,7)����,�7-*�)1'��3���6������<���)*1�)+�'1,7)����,�7-*�)1'��3���6������<���)*1�)+�'1,7)����,�7-*�)1'��3���6������<���)*1�)+�'1,7)����,�7-*�)1'��3���6������<
Absolutely.  The students are focused and the teachers are dedicated.  Without regular disciplinary 
problems being an issue, teachers can teach bell-to-bell and maximize instructional efficiency.

8*�)�1����6�1316���2+�6�,��,�1,-�)*���6*��7��<8*�)�1����6�1316���2+�6�,��,�1,-�)*���6*��7��<8*�)�1����6�1316���2+�6�,��,�1,-�)*���6*��7��<8*�)�1����6�1316���2+�6�,��,�1,-�)*���6*��7��<
Wasted time.  Small classes mean teachers can take attendance in an instant.  Motivated students 
mean teachers don’t waste time disciplining.  Bell-to-bell instruction means no busy work.

����)��6*�����5����5�1��2���)���,�����97��)1�,�<����)��6*�����5����5�1��2���)���,�����97��)1�,�<����)��6*�����5����5�1��2���)���,�����97��)1�,�<����)��6*�����5����5�1��2���)���,�����97��)1�,�<
Certainly.  Students conclude each academic day with forty minutes of study hall, during which all 
full-time teachers are present to ensure that a student’s questions have the chance to be 
answered before dismissing for the day. Parents can always reach the teachers via email.

����6�,�(���,)��'�,1)���)*�1��6*1������6�,�(���,)��'�,1)���)*�1��6*1������6�,�(���,)��'�,1)���)*�1��6*1������6�,�(���,)��'�,1)���)*�1��6*1�� ’ ��(��-����<��(��-����<��(��-����<��(��-����<
Exam, quiz, essay, and homework results are posted online and accessible anytime.  Also, parent-
teacher conferences are held each semester to ensure parents are kept up to date.  Once a year, 
students also undergo standardized testing to add another basis of measure.

	��+�7���6���'16����7�)���)�6;�7(���6���+<	��+�7���6���'16����7�)���)�6;�7(���6���+<	��+�7���6���'16����7�)���)�6;�7(���6���+<	��+�7���6���'16����7�)���)�6;�7(���6���+<
Definitely. While our students come from a variety of backgrounds (eg. private school, public 
school, home school, etc.), we have been able to foster growth across the board.  From 2007 to 
present, the median tested composite percentile rank has risen steadily from 71.5 to 86.

8*�)�1��������6���<8*�)�1��������6���<8*�)�1��������6���<8*�)�1��������6���<
Students wear custom warm-up suits
that are available in a variety of styles.

	���6)151)1���3���	���6)151)1���3���	���6)151)1���3���	���6)151)1���3���
�)7��,)���=1�)�)7��,)���=1�)�)7��,)���=1�)�)7��,)���=1�)
�7)�1����3�6����<�7)�1����3�6����<�7)�1����3�6����<�7)�1����3�6����<
Yes.  Every year is a Fall Costume Ball
and Winter Formal Dance in addition to
spirit week, a monthly student-published
newspaper, and honors society.

����1��)�6*,���-+����1��)�6*,���-+����1��)�6*,���-+����1��)�6*,���-+
1,)�-��)��<1,)�-��)��<1,)�-��)��<1,)�-��)��<
The school has over 20 computers that 
operate on a fully integrated network.
Test dates, course assignments, and 
copies of textbook material are 
accessible online so students and
parents are always up on assignments. 
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Study Hall##>�# – #$>$�

Chemistry##>�& – ##>?&

Lunch#�>?0 – ##>�0

French 3/4#�>�$ – #�>?$

British Lit & Comp%>$% – %>0%

Break&>0/ – %>$/

Algebra 2&>$? – &>0?

US History.>0� – &>$�
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Enrollment Fee...................$100
Tuition……..………..........$4,500

Ballet training program students 
enrolled full time academically      

receive a tuition discount of $800.

��������


Enrollment Fee……......…..$100
Active Status Fee....…....…$250
Full Year Course…...........$1500
Independent Study..........…$300
Enrolling in six semesters of study for 

the school year ensures full time status

�1,�,61����1���((�16�)1�,�
	7�>��(�1��#:�$�##

Monthly payment plans available

��)7�,1,-��)7��,)�
- Reenrollment forms (available at front desk) are due by April 1, 2011.
- Students will be evaluated for reenrollment based on previous success in program.
- Students will be contacted during the first week of April regarding their status.

����(�6)15���)7��,)�
- Call the front desk to schedule a tour and/or date meeting with the Dean.
- If possible, arrange a date to shadow a student to experience NAC first hand.
- Fill out application forms and other necessary paperwork (available at front desk).
- Be sure to include a copy of your academic schedule and most recent report card.
- Priority enrollment deadline is April 1, 2011.
- Students will be evaluated for enrollment and will be contacted regarding status.

��'1��1�,���'1��1�,���'1��1�,���'1��1�,�

��61�1)+�@���67�)+��61�1)+�@���67�)+��61�1)+�@���67�)+��61�1)+�@���67�)+
The Conservatory is located in the Coldwater Office Park in a building that has 
been custom designed to suit the unique demands of our students. The 
facility currently contains three classrooms, two dance studios, a student 
lounge & locker commons, a computer lab, and a lobby.  Featuring large 
windows overlooking scenic wooded landscaping, the facility is bright, airy, 
and spacious for the number of students we serve.

The academic faculty consists of one part-time and three full-time instructors: 
Mr. Bly, math & science; Miss Savage, French; Mrs. Smith, math & science; 
and Mr. Zagata, English & history. The instructors all hold at least bachelors
degrees; many are working toward a masters in their field.  The faculty works 
closely with students to ensure that a commitment to success is maintained.
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Leader to Leader


